REGULATION No 6 on connection of electrical generators and consumers to the transmission and distribution electrical networks

Issued by the Minister of Energy and Energy Resources, promulgated is State Gazette, issue 74 on 24 August 2004

PART ONE

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter one

GENERAL POSITIONS

Art. 1 (1) This Regulation sets the terms and conditions for:

1. connection of electricity customers` facilities and electrical power plants to the transmission or distribution networks;

2. connection of facilities of the distribution companies to the transmission network;

3. alterations in the connection of existing facility connected to the electrical networks and electrical plants;

4. concluding connection contracts;

5. termination of the connection and electrical energy supply for facilities of customers and the connection of facilities of distribution companies and power plants;

(2) The regulation governs also the ownership borderlines between the electrical equipment.

Art.2(1) An electrical power plant, customer’s facility and a distribution company shall be connected to the respective electrical network on the basis of:

1. survey of the application terms and conditions of the transmission or the respective distribution company to whose network the connection shall be made;

2. preliminary connection contract concluded between the transmission or the respective distribution company under c.1 and the assignor of the facility to be connected or the power plant;

3. connection contract concluded between the transmission or the respective distribution company under c.1 and the assignor of the facility to be connected or the power plant;

(2) The connection survey shall be carried out after a planning consent is issued, if obtaining such a consent is mandatory according to the provisions of the Territorial Development Act (TDA). The preliminary connection contract shall be concluded prior to elaboration of the investment project for construction or reconstruction of the facility to be connected or the power plant.

(3) The connection contract shall be concluded after approval of the investment project and having a building permit issued for construction or reconstruction of the facility to be connected.

(4) Electricity transmission from the power plant as well as to the property to be connected shall be done after the facility is put into operation, as well as the connection equipment under the terms and conditions of the TDA.

Art.3 (1) The facility to be connected and the electrical power plant shall meet the technical requirements of this regulation and the regulations and rules under art.83, para 1 of the Energy Act.

(2) The transmission and/or distribution company can refuse connection of a facility or a power plant whenever they fail to meet the requirements of art.1 and endanger the reliable safe operation of the electrical energy system (EES), the security and quality of electricity supply of customers, health and lives of citizens and property of third parties.

PART TWO

CONNECTION OF FACILITIES OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY CONSUMERS TO THE ELECTRICAL NETWORKS

Chapter two

PROCEDURE FOR CONNECTION OF CUSTOMERS` FACILITIES

Section I

Application for survey of the terms and conditions for connection

Art.4 (1) To survey the conditions for property connection to the electrical network one has to file an application in writing with the transmission or the respective distribution company:

1. If a new facility is constructed

2. If the existing facility is reconstructed as stipulated in the Territorial Development Act (TDA)
3. In case of increase in the contracted connected power of an existing already connected facility except for the cases specified in art. 39, par. 1 ;
4. In case of differentiation of a new facility with independent electrical consumption metering, which is connected to the electricity network.

5. In case of changing the number of phases, irrespective of whether the contracted connection power is changed or not;

6. When constructing new connection equipment related to increasing the category of power supply reliability; 
7. For temporary electricity supply of construction sites;

8. For temporary electricity supply of non-stationary property within the meaning of the TDA.

(2)An application for survey under art.1 shall be submitted by a person, who is:

· Assignor – in the cases listed in article 1,clauses 1,2 and 7 hereunder.

· Owner, user or lessee/tenant in the cases listed in art. 1, clauses 3,4,5 and 6 hereunder.

· Holder of a license for installation of non- stationary property, issued under the provisions of the TDA, for the cases under art. 1 clause 8 hereunder.

(3) When the electrical supply voltage level for the facility has been determined, the application under art.1 shall be submitted to the regional office of the transmission or distribution company at the location of the facility, and when the voltage level is not fixed – to the distribution company.

(4) When power-generation facilities are going to be constructed on the property which will operate parallel to the EES, apart from the application under art.1, documents under Part Three have to be submitted too.

(5) The survey shall be paid according to the price list of the services of the respective transmission or distribution company.

Art.5 (1) The application for survey of the terms and conditions for connection of a property to the electrical network shall be lodged as per a form provided by the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(2) The following copies of original documents shall be enclosed to the application under art.1:

1. planning consent for the facility to be connected, when its issuance is obligatory in compliance with the provisions of the TDA – in the cases under aryt.4, para 1, c.1,2 and 7;

2. a document certifying the right in rem over the facility or a rental contract – in the cases under art.4, para 1, c.3,4,5 and 6;

3. permit for installation of a non- stationary property – in the cases under art.4, para 1, c.8.

(3) When the person under art.4, para 2 is a tenant of the facility, consent of the owner for submission of the application according to the form, provided by the transmission or the respective distribution company, as attested by a notary public shall be attached to the application. 

(4) When the documents submitted are incomplete or they do not meet the requirements of the regulation, the transmission or the respective distribution company shall notify in writing the person who has filed the application within 14 days as of the date on which it has been submitted.

(5) The person who has submitted the application shall fill in and eliminate the gaps and disparities in the documents or shall additionally present the necessary documents and information within 30 days as of the date of receipt of the notification under para 4.

(6) The facility connection procedure shall be terminated if the person who has filed the application fails to eliminate the gaps and non-compliances of the documents or fails to present the additionally needed documents and information by the deadline indicated in art.5.

Art.6 (1) The application under art.4 shall detail:

1. the exact address and intended use of the facility;

2. number of future users;

3. power provided;

4. connected power only for persons under art.33, para 4;

5. number of phases;

6. number of independent electrical supply sources of the facility to be connected, in compliance with the requirements of the connected person for security of electrical supply;

7. the timescale for commissioning the facility;

8. correct address for correspondence;

9. type of electrical energy receivers, including those, which can cause impermissible deterioration of quality indicators of the electricity delivered to other customers.

(2) The application under para 1 shall indicate the power provided for the whole property, including in the cases of gradual commissioning of separate parts of the property to be connected.

(3) In case of connection for temporary electrical supply the application shall also indicate the period for performing the activities for which the temporary electrical supply is needed.

(4) The persons under art.4, para 2 can also indicate other characteristics of the facility that is being connected, which they consider important for conducting the survey of the connection terms and conditions.

(5) To conduct the survey the transmission or the respective distribution company can request further information about the characteristics of the facility that is being connected, related to the rules of management of EES and the distribution networks under art.83 of the Energy Act.

Section II

Terms and conditions of connection

Art.7 (1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall determine the connection conditions.

(2) The distribution company shall coordinate with the transmission company the conditions for connection to the distribution network in the cases when the connection of the facility shall:

1. lead to amendments in the contracts concluded between the two companies;

2. necessitate construction or reconstruction of equipment in the distribution, and also the transmission network.

(3) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall create a file for every connected facility in which all documents for the connection shall be kept.

Art.8 (1) The connection conditions shall be set in compliance with:

1. the requirements of the EA, regulations and rules under art.83, para 1 of the EA;

2. the information provided in the application under art.4, including on the geographical (territorial) location of the facility;

3. the results of the research into the technical capabilities and the connection mode to the electrical network.

(2) If during the survey of the connection conditions it is found out that it is possible under the terms and conditions of art.117, para 2 of the EA the connection to be done to a network owned by another distribution company, then the distribution company that has received the application shall forward it to the other company and notify the person who has submitted the application about that within 14 days.

(3) When the distribution company decides that it is possible under the terms and conditions of art.117, para 2 of the EA to connect a facility of a customer located on the territory of another distribution company, it shall determine the conditions under art.7, para 1 after having obtained a connection permit in writing from the State Energy Regulation Commission (SERC).

(4) The electricity distribution company can under the terms and conditions of art.117, para 7 of the EA connect a facility of a customer to an installation – owned by a third party when it is impossible to connect that customer by the requested deadline. 

(5) In the cases of para 4 the distribution company shall coordinate the connection terms and conditions with the third party.

Art.9 (1) The connection terms and conditions shall contain the technical requirements of the transmission company or the respective distribution company for the equipment of the facility being connected and information about the connection equipment concerning:

1. the power provided;

2. rated power of the electrical network to which the customer’s facility shall be connected;

3. the way and points of connection to the existing electrical network, including the necessary extension and/or enhancement of the transmission capabilities of the existing electrical network;

4. the easement zones of the equipment – size and types of easement rights;

5. plans of the installations with the number of the connection fields and of the reserve field for development of the network in the region;

6. connection groups and earthing mode of the y-centers of the power transformers;

7. metrological and technical characteristics of current and voltage transformers for commercial metering;

8. switchboards;

9. relay and automatic equipment and recommendations for their settings;

10. automatic regulation systems and their settings;

11. protection measures against overvoltage;

12. telemechanical devices;

13. electrical network operator communication means;

14. type, number and place of installation of the commercial metering devices for the supplied electrical energy.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall determine the type, location and structural mechanism of the equipment to be connected in compliance with the requirements:

1. of the authority that shall approve the investment project and issue a building permit;

2. of the rules of art.83, para 1 of the EA;

3. for the structure, technical safety and operation of electrical installations, electrical lines and equipment;

4. of the technical specifications of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

(3) The connection conditions shall also define:

1. the obligations of the parties for the construction of the connection;

2. the deadline for construction of the connection;

3. the obligations of the parties for granting rights in rem on the territory of the facility and/or ensuring easement rights through properties of third parties;

(4) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall set the voltage level to which the facility shall be connected depending on:

1. the volume of the connected power;

2. the intended use of the facility;

3. type of electrical energy receivers;

4. the transmission capability of the existing electrical network;

5. the engineering policy and practical experience of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(5) In the connection terms the transmission or the respective distribution company shall offer a connection price (connection fee) on the basis of the minimum connection diagram and the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation (State Gazette, issue 17 from 2004). The connection price shall be set in the connection contract.

Art.10 (1) If to be able to effect the connection, it is necessary to construct a medium or high voltage electrical installation – owned by the transmission or the respective distribution company in the property where the facility to be connected is situated, and this is feasible in technical and constructive terms, the owner of the property can transfer the right of ownership of the respective part or can institute a construction right to the benefit of the company.

(2) Whenever during the survey it is found out that the new property shall affect existing electrical equipment, the relocation of the equipment shall be done at the expense of the assignor after approval within the meaning of the TDA of the projects coordinated with the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(3) The transmission or the respective distribution company can gratuitously use parts of the facility that is being connected where it can install, maintain and operate the meters, the switchboards and other equipment, related to the supply of electrical energy. Those parts of the facility shall not be used for other purposes by the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(4) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall outline the requirements as per para 1,2 and 3 of the preliminary connection contract.

Art.11(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company can refuse with a reasoned opinion to fully or partially connect a facility to the electrical network under the requested the terms and conditions:

1. in case of technical impossibility for the connection to be performed within the declared term for putting the facility into operation;

2.  when connecting the facility shall result in deteriorating the supply conditions for other customers due to lack of the necessary power.

(2) In the cases on para 1 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall set a deadline by which it shall eliminate the reasons and ensure conditions for connection of the facility according to the grid development plans and the contracts with the transmission and other distribution companies or customers.

(3) The person who has lodged the application for survey of the connection conditions for the facility, could appeal against the refusal under para 1 before the SERC under the terms and conditions of and in conformity with art.22 of the EA.

Section III

Procedure for concluding a connection contract 

Art.12(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall prepare and offer to the persons under art.4, para 2:

1. a preliminary connection contract, which includes the connection conditions, when these persons are the assignors of facilities being constructed or reconstructed according to the TDA;

2. statement in writing on the connection conditions – in all other cases.

(2) The term for fulfillment of the obligations under para 1 shall be 30 days for the distribution and 40 days for the transmission company as of the date of submission of the survey application, exclusive of the cases under art.4, para1, c.8.

(3) In case of complex connection diagrams the term under para 2 can be extended by mutual agreement between the parties.

(4) In the cases under art.8, para 2 and 3 the terms under para 2 shall start running on the date of receipt of the connection permit in writing from the SERC.

(5) The connection conditions offered in the preliminary contract or in the statement can be appealed against in compliance with the provisions of art.22 of the EA.

Art.13 (1) A contract for connecting a customer to the electrical network shall be concluded between the transmission or the respective distribution company and the person:

1. who has concluded a preliminary connection contract; or

2. who has been provided with the written statement on the connection conditions.

(2) To connect facilities under art.4, para 1, c.8 there shall be no connection contract concluded and no connection fee shall be paid. These facilities shall be connected to the distribution networks by a deadline determined in the statement on the connection conditions and shall be paid for as per the price list of the services of the respective distribution company.

Art.14(1) The person under art.13, para 1 shall file with the transmission or the respective distribution company an application in writing to conclude a connection contract whereby he/she shall enclose:

1. a certificate of goodstanding from the court of registration, copy of the tax registration certificate and the BULSTAT registration if the person is a trader within the meaning of the Commercial Act;

2. power of attorney as attested by a notary public for the person authorized to represent the person under art.13, para 1;

3. document certifying the right in rem for the facility or a rental contract.

(2) To connect facilities under art.4, para 1, c.1 and 2 to the application for a connection contract the assignor shall enclose also:

1. building permit for the facility;

2. approved investment plan – architectural part and electrical installations and fittings part in the section concerning the installation of the connection equipment and the approach thereto, in accordance with the preliminary contract.

(3) The application can also suggest changes in the conditions of the preliminary connection contract or the statement on the connection conditions.

(4) When the person under para 1 is not the owner of the property, he shall present the agreement of the owner as attested by a notary with the terms and conditions defined in the preliminary contract, connection mode and the easement area(s) of the equipment.

(5) For timely electrical supply under art.4, para 1, c.7 for the purposes of construction a concluded connection contract for the property that is being constructed shall be presented.

Art.15 (1) Within two months for the transmission company and within one week for the distribution company from submission of the application to conclude a connection contract the respective company shall:

1. coordinate the presented parts of the working projects for the electrical installations and equipment of the facility that is being connected;

2. prepare the contract;

3. send an invitation in writing to the person that has lodged the application under art.14, para 1 to conclude the connection contract.

(2) When the procedure under para 1 has not been launched, within one year from having concluded the preliminary contract or from having presented the statement on the connection conditions through the fault of the person under art.13, a new application for connection of the facility shall be made.

Section IV

Contract for connection of customers` facilities
Art.16 (1) The connection contract shall regulate:

1. the rights and obligations of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

2. the rights and obligations of the person under art.13;

3. the prerequisites for connection of the facility to the respective network.

(2) The connection contract shall take into account the interests of the parties and the actual technical possibilities of the electrical network in the region of the facility to the date of its conclusion.

Art.17 (1) The connection contract can foresee different stages in the construction of the connection equipment in terms of:

1. provided and connected power;

2. electrical supply security category;

3. voltage level;

4. number of phases.

(2) The contract under para 1 shall set a price for every stage corresponding to the provided and connected power and the electrical supply security category.

(3) Any dismantling works for equipment at the different stages shall be performed by the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be at the expense of the party that has determined the construction stages of the equipment.

Art.18(1) The connection contract shall include clauses for:

1. the type and technical parameters of the connection equipment and the customer’s electrical installations and equipment in compliance with: 

a) the preliminary contract or the statement under art.12, para 1;

b) the coordinated projects under art.15, para 1;

2. the connected power, which the transmission or the respective distribution company will supply on the ownership borderline, differentiated by electrical supply security categories;

3. the connected power for which the equipment to be connected have been dimensioned and intended, differentiated by electrical supply security categories;

4. the voltage level and the number of phases on the ownership borderline;

5. the type, technical parameters, number and place of fitting of the meters, the control devices and switchboards to them, as well as the electricity metering tariffs;

6. ownership borderlines of electrical equipment;

7. the technical means, regime and control mode of load profiles of the customer;

8. technical means for telemechanics in the customer’s installations;

9. technical parameters of the own reserve electrical energy source;

10. obligatory technical conditions and requirements of the transmission or the respective distribution company for operation of the customer’s own reserve electrical energy sources;

11. the terms and stages of construction and putting in operation of the connection equipment;

12. the terms and stages of construction and putting in operation of the properties that are being connected;

13. conditions for changing the agreed upon power throughout the duration of the contract;

14. financial relations between the parties;

15. timescales, prices and conditions for institution of easement rights and for transfer of ownership or institution of a construction right to the benefit of the transmission or the respective distribution company in the cases under art. 10;

16. the price for connection of the property to the electrical network;

17. the obligations of both parties to protect the equipment of the other party and to provide access thereto;

18. the terms and conditions for amendments and supplements to the contract;

19. the special conditions related to the construction of the connection equipment in accordance with the provisions of art.20, para 5 and 6;

20. penalties;

21. possibilities for and consequences from substitution of a party to the contract with a third party;

(2)The electrical installations and equipment projects under para 1, c.1, letter “b” shall be an inseparable part of the connection contract.

Art.19 The electrical network connection contract shall be terminated after having submitted a document for putting the connection equipment and the property into operation, issued under the terms and conditions of the TDA, unless otherwise provided for in the contract.

Section V

Design and construction of electrical equipment

Art.20 (1) After having concluded a connection contract the transmission or the respective distribution company shall prepare and coordinate the working projects for construction of the equipment to connect the facility at its own expense.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall coordinate the working projects under para 1 with the person with whom the connection contract was concluded in terms of:

1. the place of connection;

2. the situation and type of equipment on the territory of the facility and the related easement areas;

3. the ownership borderline of the electrical equipment;

4. the stages and timescales for construction.

(3) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall start the construction of the connection equipment after:

1. transfer of the ownership or institution of construction right in the cases under art.10; and

2. institution of easement rights by the owner of the property.

(4) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall construct the connection equipment at its own expense within the agreed terms and stages and shall ensure they are made operational in compliance with the requirements of the TDA.

(5) The person with whom the connection contract is concluded can take a commitment for:

1. performance of a specific type of construction and fitting works for the connection of the under the working project as per para 1;

2. construction of the connection equipment with the consent of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(6) In the cases under para 5 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall exercise control of the performance of the construction and fitting works in compliance with the design projects and the technical specifications in a way, indicated in the connection contract.

(7) The constructed connection equipment under para 5 shall be onerously transferred to the ownership of the transmission or the respective distribution company on the basis of mutually recognized costs.

(8) The connection equipment can be constructed at stages, for separate parts of the facility under the terms and conditions of the TDA.

(9) The high and medium voltage distribution installations shall be designed and constructed by and at the expense of the person who has concluded the connection contract if an electrical energy consumer owns them for industrial purposes as per art.117, para 5 of the EA.

(10) The transmission or distribution company shall provide the person under para 9 with additional information for ensuring technical compatibility with the electrical network of the facility that is being connected pursuant to art.83, para 1 of the EA, as well as for:

1. short-circuit and earthing currents at the point of connection;

2. requirements to the relays and automatics;

3. earthing mode.

(11) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall coordinate the working projects for the electrical installations and fittings of the facility that is being connected as much as necessary to prove that the connection conditions have been met.

Art. 21(1) To connect a facility to the electrical network, the person who has concluded the connection contract shall a pay a connection fee in compliance with the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation in a way and within terms, determined in the connection contract.

(2) In the cases when the connection equipment is being constructed pursuant to art.20, para 5, the connection fee and the incurred mutually recognized costs for that equipment shall be compensated for under the terms and conditions defined in the connection contract.

Section VI

Connection of customers` facilities to the electrical network
Art.22(1) The electrical equipment for connection of facilities to the electrical network shall be placed under voltage up to the ownership borderline only by the transmission or the respective distribution company or by persons authorized by them within 7 days after the date of conclusion of the contract for sale of electrical energy with the customer and if the following are available:

1. document for putting the connection equipment into operation, issued in compliance with the provisions of the TDA;

2. document for putting the property into operation, issued in compliance with the provisions of the TDA;

3. declaration from the customer of compliance of his electrical installations with the safety requirements and technical standards.

(2) In the cases when acceptance tests are carried out and /or inspection of having achieved the design indicators in operational conditions, the connection electrical equipment and that of the facility that is being connected shall be set under voltage in compliance with the provisions of the TDA.

Art.23 When the connection equipment has been constructed pursuant to art.20, para 5, it shall be placed under voltage after there is a contract(s) concluded between the owner of the property and the equipment and the transmission or the respective distribution company to transfer the ownership of part of the equipment, the right of ownership or the construction right for the respective part of the property and institution of easement rights.

Art.24(1) The customer shall present to the transmission or the respective distribution company prior to placing his medium and high voltage electrical installations under voltage:

1. one-line plans of the electrical installations;

2. passport details of the manufacturer of the primary equipment pursuant to art.18, para 1, c.1;

3. description and data for the automatic regulation systems (voltage, reactive power, etc.);

4. description and settings of the used automatic devices;

5. block diagram of the relay protection at the customer’s installation;

6. data for the settings of the relay protection at the primary values;

7. data and diagrams of the means with which the facility shall be connected to the automatic dispatching control system;

8. diagram for connection of own electricity source and its technical details;

(2) Prior to setting the electrical installation under voltage with high and medium voltage in the cases under art.117, para 5 of the EA:

1. the customer shall provide the documentation listed in para 1 and also:

a) a declaration of availability of recruited and trained operational staff or concluded service contract, operational instructions, operational diagrams and technical documentation, necessary for the normal operation;

b) executive drawings, test protocols, characteristics and settings of the equipment, related to the safe and flawless operation of the electrical grid, in a volume coordinated and agreed between the two parties;

2. The assignor together with the authorized representatives of the transmission or the respective distribution company shall inspect the condition of the grid operator communication means, the automatic fire alert and firefighting systems and the emergency lighting;

3. The transmission or the respective distribution company shall provide the assignor in writing with the information about the configuration and technical parameters of the electrical network in the region of the connected electrical installation and a list of their own operational staff with whom the operational activity will be discharged.

Art.25(1) The customer shall set his installations under voltage after the ownership borderline, following the technical safety requirements, electrical energy quality and safety.

(2) The customer shall be responsible for damages caused to the transmission or the respective distribution company because of bad repair or failing to render safe his own electrical installations, networks and fittings.

Art.26 (1) The transmission or the respective distribution company can use its equipment with which it had connected the facility of a customer to connect the facility of another customer, if the agreed power is not deviated from.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company can extend the high and medium voltage electrical network by constructing at its own expense network sections, installation parts – owned by the customer, in compliance with the provisions of the EA.

 Section VII

Ownership borderline of electrical equipment

Art.27 The ownership borderline between the electrical equipment of the transmission or the respective distribution company and those of the customer shall be defined by:

1. the way of connection; and

2. the type of connection equipment.

Art. 28 (1) When the electricity delivered to the customer is metered without current transformers, the ownership borderline shall be the output terminals of the commercial metering device (meter) or the output terminals of the fuses or circuit-breakers situated immediately after it.

(2) In the cases of para 1, the commercial metering devices, the tariff control devices and other auxiliary devices shall be fitted in individual boards or cabinets, hereinafter referred to as “meter boards”.

(3) Auxiliary devices and devices related to enhancing the security of electrical supply and protection from overvoltage can be fitted in a separate section of the meter boards in conjunction with the distribution company.

(4)Meter boards shall be delivered and fitted by and at the expense of the distribution company. The customer shall pay the company the price of the additional section.

(5) Meter boards can be fitted near or on the borderline of the property of the customer at a place, designated by the distribution company.

(6) The distribution company can fit the meter boards in residential buildings, blocks of flats, at a place designated by it in the common parts of the building.

(7) The distribution company can mount meter boards on the facades of customers` buildings.

(8) Meter boards without the equipment in the separate section under para 3 are property of the distribution company and shall be maintained by it and at its own expense.

(9) The equipment in the separate section under para 3 shall be property of the customer and shall be maintained at the customer’s expense.

Art. 29(1) When an electrical line, property of the transmission or the respective distribution company, is connected to the electrical installation of a customer, when electricity metering is done with current transformers, the ownership borderline shall be:

1. the place where the cable terminal shoes are connected to the installation – in case of a cable line;

2. the terminals for connection of the electrical line’s conductors to the lead-in insulator to pass through the external walls of the installation – in case of an overhead line and enclosed installation;

3. the terminals for connection of the lines to the installation’s equipment – in case of overhead line and open installation.

(2)Paragraph 1 shall apply also when the electrical line, property of the customer, is to be connected to an electrical installation of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(3)In the cases of para 1, the commercial metering devices for electrical energy shall be installed in the electrical installation of the customer, near or on the borderline of the customer`s property, and in the cases under para 2 – in the electrical installation of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(4)The commercial metering devices, the current and voltage transformers to them, the tariff control devices and other auxiliary devices shall be delivered by and at the expense of the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be its own property.

(5) In the cases under para 1 the overvoltage protective devices, situated before the ownership borderline on the side of the electrical line, are property of the customer and shall be delivered, fitted and maintained by him and at his expense.
Art.30(1) When high and medium voltage electrical installations are used for electricity transmission without transformation of electricity to another user, art.117 para 5 of the EA shall apply.

(2) High and medium voltage electrical installations shall be constructed at the expense of the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be its own property, apart from those under para 1 and art.117, para 5 of the EA.

(3)Low voltage electrical installations and electrical lines, which are outside the properties of customers, shall be constructed at the expense of the distribution company and shall be its property.

(4)Electrical lines and other devices used for connection of the customer’s electrical installations to the distribution or transmission network, shall be constructed at the expense of the distribution, respectively the transmission company and shall be its own property.

(5) In the cases when the customer’s high and medium voltage electrical installations are being connected to electrical installations, owned by the transmission or the respective distribution company, situated immediately next to the borderline of the property of the customer, the electrical lines which are used for the connection and which are situated in the property of the customer, shall be constructed at the expense of the customer and shall be owned by the customer.

Art.31(1) The customer’s installations with running electrical energy before the point of metering, the devices under art.29, para 3 and the electric circuit between them shall be protected against unlawful access.

(2) The commercial metering devices and the tariff control devices under art.29, para 3 shall be situated so that the customer can have the possibility to oversee the indications of the meters. 

Chapter three

ELECTRICAL POWER

Section I

Determining the electrical power wattage
Art.32(1) The provided power shall be requested by the customer in the application under art.6 on the basis of the electrical power receivers necessary to be used in the facility with supposed simultaneous operational mode with maximum load for 15 minutes.

(2) The provided wattage, voltage level and number of phases shall define the technical parameters by which the selection of meters is performed.

(3)The minimum values of the electrical power provided for residential buildings shall be set with the regulations as indicated in art.83, para 1 and para 2 of the EA.

Art.33 (1) The connected wattage shall define the minimum technical parameters on the basis of which the connection equipment shall be designed and constructed.

(2) The connected power shall be determined by the transmission or the respective distribution company within the range from 110 to 130% of the provided power, ensuring a reserve for increment of the provided power in a future period.

(3)The voltage level, number of phases and the connected power factor shall not differ from those of the provided power.

(4)For customers` facilities with electrical consumption for industrial purposes with declared energy demand pursuant to art.32 bigger than 50kW, the connected power shall be determined by the users in coordination with the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(5) In the cases of para 4 the restrictions indicated in para 3 shall not apply.

Section II

Electrical wattage control

Art.34 (1) In case of agreed provided high and medium voltage energy and in the cases when it is bigger than 100kW, electrical wattage is controlled by having its values registered by the commercial metering devices.

(2) In the cases under para 1 maximum demand for active power for one month shall be considered the maximum average value for an interval of 15 minutes, measured within one month.

(3)In the cases of paragraph 1 the equipment protection means shall be sized depending on the volume of the provided power at power factor of 0,9.

Art.35 When the commercial metering devices would not allow for registration of the active power, the provided power is controlled by restricting the current of the consumed electrical energy at power factor of 0,9, by mounting automatic circuit-breakers or current-restricting devices immediately before or after the meters selected by the volume of their rated current. 

Section III

Changing the agreed electrical wattage

Art.36(1) The power provided and connected can be increased or reduced by the expiry of the term of the connection contract.

(2) In the cases under para 1 the consumer shall file a new application with the transmission or the respective distribution company following the provisions of part two, chapter two, section I.

(3)Any performed design and construction works, the necessity for which is eliminated after the changes under para 1, shall be at the expense of the consumer. 

Art.37 The agreed provided and connected power can be reduced after the connection equipment is constructed at the consumer’s request and after having paid a connection fee to the amount of the originally contracted wattage.

Art.38(1) The agreed provided wattage can be increased to the volume of the connected power after the connection equipment is constructed at the consumer’s request and the difference between the due price for the increased wattage and the originally agreed connection fee is paid.

(2) When the monthly used active power in two consecutive months is higher than the provided power and the customer has requested an increase to other higher volumes, from the following month the provided power, as under the sales contract, shall be the higher volume of the two monthly maximum used powers, but not higher than the connected power. The change shall be reflected in the sales contract and the customer shall pay-up for the difference.

(3)In the cases under para 1 and 2 the commercial metering devices shall be replaced by and at the expense of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

Art.39 (1) The provided power can be increased to exceed the agreed connected power after the preliminary consent of the transmission or the respective distribution company is obtained and amendment of the sales contract with the licensed energy company, provided that:

1. the technical parameters of the connection equipment and the electrical network allow for that:

2. the increase shall not lead to disturbances or reduction of the security of electrical supply of other customers;

3. the increase shall not lead to disturbing counter-impact on the devices of the transmission or the respective distribution company or of third parties.

(2) In the cases under para 1, for the amount of the increase the customer shall pay the respective difference in the connection price, as determined in the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation.

(3)In the cases under para 1, if it is necessary to replace the commercial metering devices, the replacement shall be done by and at the expense of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(4)The customer shall file an application in writing following the terms and conditions of art.4, whenever:

1. the terms and conditions of para 1 have not been fulfilled; and

2. to increase the agreed provided and connected power it is necessary to design and construct new connection equipment.

Section IV

Disconnection and suspension of electrical energy supply 

Art.40(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company can suspend the electricity transmission through the respective network to the customers without prior notice in case of:

1. restrictive electrical energy supply regime pursuant to art.72, para 1 of the EA;

2. temporary electrical energy generation or supply disconnection or restriction pursuant to art.73, para 1, c.1 – 5 of the EA;

3. supply restrictions, provided for in the tariffs, as per the sales contract, concluded with the customer;

4. prevention of immediate hazard to health and safety of people, property or facilities;

5. damages to the electrical network or equipment due to reasons beyond the control of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

6. using electrical energy without having it measured or incorrectly measured by the commercial metering devices;

7. discovering an uncoordinated change in the customer’s connection diagram;

8. making operational switches in the distribution networks to identify the position and separate from the diagram any faulty sections, to regulate the load or enhance operational security of the grid, which are not subject to planning, except for first category customers;

9. any obligatory technical conditions for installation of own reserve feeding source not fulfilled by the customers as prescribed by the transmission or the respective distribution company or any obligations not performed by the customer pursuant to art.121, para 2 of the EA.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company can temporarily suspend electricity transmission through the respective network to customers with advance notice in writing in event of:

1. scheduled repair or reconstruction of equipment of  the transmission or the respective distribution company;

2. schedule inspections of equipment, for which the equipment has to be switched off for safety purposes;

3. refusal to provide access for meter reading and control;

4. other scheduled technical and operational events;

5. an order issued by other parties according to their competence.

(3)The transmission or the respective distribution company can immediately disconnect:

1. people who have been connected to the respective network without having the right to do so;

2. customers, who have allowed a third party to be connected to their own electrical installations without the explicit agreement of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

3. in case of non-fulfillment on time the guidelines of a control authority to correct a breach;

4. customers who with their own network disturb the electrical energy system;

5. ascertained damage by the customer caused to the meters or other equipment – property of the transmission or the respective distribution company, if the damages caused to the meters or the electrical devices are not compensated for in due time within the prescribed term;

6. if there is an order issued by other authorities in compliance with their competence.

(4)The advance notice term under para 2 shall be set in the electricity sale contracts, respectively in the general terms and conditions;

(5)For the cases under para 2, c.3 and para 3 a bilateral protocol of findings shall be prepared.

(6) Within the terms under para 4 customers with provided power of more than 100 kW and customers with first electrical supply security category can file a complaint in writing with the management body of the transmission or the respective distribution company regarding the terms and reason for disconnection. The complaint shall be handled within 7 days as of its receipt and the customer shall be informed about the result in writing.

Art.41(1) The public supplier and public providers can provisionally suspend electrical energy supply for customers in case of default of the obligations under the electricity sale contract, including in case of default of the obligation for timely payment of the consumed electricity or in case the agreed power is exceeded.

(2)The deadlines of the notices and other conditions for provisional suspension of supply shall be regulated in the electricity sale contracts, respectively in the general terms and conditions.

(3)The transmission or the respective distribution company shall suspend electricity transmission for its customers under para 1 at the request of the public supplier, respectively the public provider.

(4)In case of non-performance of the obligation under para 3, the transmission or the respective distribution company shall not be liable for any damages caused by the suspension of electricity transmission.

Art.42(1)When the maximum consumed active power exceeds the agreed provided power, the transmission or the respective distribution company can suspend transmission of electricity to a customer by the time the reason for the excessive consumption is eliminated in the following cases:

1. to prevent immediate danger for the security of people or equipment;

2. to prevent or terminate disturbances in the quality and security of supply of other customers or disturbing counteracts on devices belonging to the transmission or the respective distribution company or third parties;

(2) Electricity transmission under para 1 shall be terminated after a single notice in writing to the customer for the excess with a respective term for its elimination but not shorter than 7 days, except for the cases under para 1, c.1, when circumstances necessitate immediate termination.

(3)Within the term under para 2 the customer can file a complaint in writing with the management body of the transmission or the respective distribution company regarding the term and the reason for termination. The complaint shall be handled within 7 days from its receipt and the customer will be informed about the result in writing.
(4)In case the customer needs permanent increase of the agreed provided power exceeding the connected power, the provisions of art.39 shall apply.

Art.43 In case customers with agreed power of up to 50kW do not fulfill their obligation for timely payment of the due sums for electrical consumption twice or more, after a warning in writing the transmission or the respective distribution company can fit at its own expense a metering device allowing for automated payment in advance of a certain quantity of electrical energy at the choice of the customer.

Art.44(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall restore connection and/or electrical energy supply after the reasons for the disconnection or suspension are removed.

(2)In the cases under art.40, para 2, c.3 and 5 and art.42, para 1 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall restore connection and/or supply when the customer has refunded the costs for disconnection and reconnection.

Art.45(1) In case of well-grounded necessity and a request in writing from the customer  the transmission or the respective distribution company can terminate connection of an already existing facility or switch off parts of the electrical network for a specific period. The request shall be submitted at latest 30 days prior to the date of termination.

(2)In the cases under para 1 when suspension of supply requires construction of temporary bypass connections in the network, all design and construction works shall be performed by the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be at the expense of the applicant.

Art.46(1)After expiry of the term of the electricity sale contract or its termination, the transmission or the respective distribution company shall terminate the electrical energy transmission whenever a procedure for new negotiations has not been launched.

(2)In the cases under para 1 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall be provided with enough time to dismount and take out its property from the customer’s real estate or for establishing contractual relations with a new customer in the same property. The conditions and the way of dismounting shall be determined with the electrical energy sale contract or the contract with an eligible customer.

(3)For the time necessary for dismounting the transmission or the respective distribution company shall not owe any compensation or rent to the customer.

Art.47Disconnection or suspension of electricity supply shall be done on the basis of a written order from the manager of the transmission or the respective distribution company or an official authorized by him.

PART THREE

CONNECTION OF ELECTRICAL POWER PLANTS OF ELECTRICITY GENERATORS TO THE ELECTRICAL NETWORK

Chapter four

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR CONNECTION OF POWER PLANTS TO THE ELECTRICAL NETWORK

Section I

Application for connection survey
Art.48(1)When a power plant is constructed as per the description of art.4, para 2, c.5 of the EA the transmission company shall conduct surveys of the terms and conditions for connection to the electrical network.

(2)The results from the survey under para 1 into the terms and conditions for connection shall be presented to the SERC.

(3)The State Energy Regulation Commission shall include the survey results under para 2 in the tender documentation for opening a tender under art.46, para 1 of the EA to appoint the titleholder of the license, which contains an obligation to construct a specific power plant.

(4)The person who won the tender for construction of a power plant and who received the license for electricity generation, shall lodge an application in writing with the transmission company for conclusion of a preliminary contract for connection of the plant to the electrical network.

Art.49The application in writing for survey of the terms and conditions for connection of the power plant shall be submitted with the transmission or the respective distribution company by the person who:

1. will construct a new power plant, except for the cases under art.48;

2. will make an extension of an existing power plant and increase the installed electrical power.

Art.50(1)The written application for survey of the connection of the power plant shall be submitted to:

1. the regional office of the transmission company at the place of location of the power plant, when the total installed electrical generating power is more than 5 MW;

2. the distribution company at the place of location of the power plant, when the total installed power is equal to or less than 5 MW.

(2)The survey shall be paid as per the price list of the services of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(3)When during the connection survey in the cases under para 1, c.1 it is discovered that the power plant is subject to connection to the distribution network, the transmission company shall forward the application and the survey materials to the respective distribution company within 30 days as of the date of submission of the application.

(4)In the cases under para 3 the transmission company shall notify in writing the person who submitted the application.

Art.51(1)The application for survey of the terms and conditions of connection shall indicate:

1.the name and location (address) of the power plant;

2.the term for putting the power plant into operation;

3.rated power, operational modes, technical specifications of the main devices and the plant in general;

4.safety requirements for supply of electricity for own consumption by groups and power;

5.exact address for correspondence, telephone and fax, as well as the e-mail address.

(2) The following documents shall be attached to the request under para 1:

1.copy of the planning consent issued in compliance with the provisions of the TDA;

2.description of the reserve electrical energy source, if any, and its operational mode.

(3)The transmission or the respective distribution company can request additional information about the specifications of the power plants that is being connected, related to the EES and distribution networks control rules under art.83 of the EA.

(4)The person who requested the survey shall present the information under para 13 within 14 days as of the receipt of the application. In case of delay the term under art.56, para 1, c.2 shall be extended by the term of the delay.

(5)When the provided documents are incomplete or do not meet the requirements of the regulation, the transmission or the respective distribution company shall within 14 days as of receipt of the application inform in writing the person who made the application.

(6)People, who have submitted survey applications, shall eliminate the incompleteness and non-compliances or shall additionally present the necessary documents and information within 30 days as of the date of notification under para 5.

(7)The power plant connection procedure shall be terminated if the person, who submitted the application fails to eliminate the incompleteness and non-compliances of the documents or to present the additionally necessary documents and information within the term indicated in para 6.

(8) Paragraphs 1 and 2 shall apply also regarding the request for concluding a preliminary contract, when the power plant is being constructed on the basis of an awarded tender within the meaning of the EA.

Art.52(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall determine the terms and conditions for connection of the power plant to the electrical network.

(2)The distribution companies shall coordinate the terms and conditions for connection to the distribution network with the transmission company if the connection requires construction or reconstruction of equipment in the distribution and the transmission network.

(3)The connection conditions shall define the specific technical requirements to the equipment of the power plant under art.74.

Art.53(1) When for connection purposes it is necessary in the property where the power plant is situated to construct a high or medium voltage electrical installation – property of the transmission or the respective distribution company and this is technically feasible, the owner of the property can transfer the respective part or institute a onerous construction right to the benefit of the company.

(2)When during the survey it is discovered that the construction of a new or the extension of an existing electrical power plant necessitates relocation of already existing electrical equipment, its relocation shall be done by the transmission or the respective distribution company at the expense of the assignor.

(3)The requirements of the transmission or the respective distribution company in relation to the circumstances under para 1 and 2 shall be regulated in the preliminary connection contract.

Art.54(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company can in a justified way refuse temporarily to connect the power plant to the respective network in case it is technically impossible for the connection to take place by the requested deadline for putting the plant into operation.

(2)In the cases under para 1 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall state a deadline by which it shall eliminate the reasons and shall ensure the conditions for connection of the power plant as per the grid development plans.

(3)The person who submitted the application for survey of the connection terms and conditions can appeal against the refusal under para 1 before the SERC pursuant to art.22 of the EA.

Art.55 The transmission or the respective distribution company shall create a file in which all documents for the connection of the power plant shall be kept.

Section II

Procedure for conclusion of a connection contract

Art.56(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall prepare and offer a preliminary contract for connection of the power plant, which includes the technical specifications under art.74 of the person, who:

1.submitted the request for the preliminary connection contract in the cases under art.48 within 30 days as of the date of submission of the request for conclusion of a preliminary contract;

2.submitted an application for connection conditions survey in the cases under art.49 within 30 days for the distribution and to 90 days for the transmission company as of the date of receipt of the survey application.

(2)In the cases of art.50, para 3 the distribution company shall offer a preliminary connection contract within 30 days as of the date of receipt of the survey application in the distribution company.

Art.57(1) After approval of the investment project the assignor of the power plant shall submit to the transmission or the respective distribution company a request in writing for concluding a connection contract, to which the following shall be applied:

1. certificate of goodstanding from the court of registration, copy of a tax registration certificate and BULSTAT registration;

2. power of attorney as attested by a notary for the person authorized to represent the assignor;

3. documents, certifying the rights of the assignor to construct or extend the power plant;

4. approved investment project – part architecture, relating to the mounting the connection equipment and the approach thereto;

5. working projects – part electrical fittings and installations insomuch as necessary for proving compliance with the technical requirements of art.74;

6. construction permit.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall coordinate the presented parts of the working projects, prepare the contract and send an invitation in writing to the assignor for concluding it within 60 days from submission of the request to conclude a connection contract.

Art.58 A new request for survey for connection of the power plant shall be submitted when there is no procedure launched to conclude a connection contract within two years from having concluded the preliminary contract on the connection terms and conditions through the person`s fault pursuant to art.57, para 1.

Art.59 The electrical network connection contract shall be terminated after presenting a document for putting the connection equipment and the power plant into operation, issued pursuant to the TDA.

Section III

Design and construction of connection equipment

Art.60(1) After having concluded the connection contract the transmission or the respective distribution company shall prepare and coordinate the working projects for construction of the connection equipment at its own expense.

(2)The transmission or the respective distribution company shall coordinate the working projects under para 1 with the person with whom the connection contract was concluded in terms of:

1.place of connection;

2.location and type of equipment on the territory of the plant and related easement areas;

3.ownership borderline of the electrical equipment;

4.the construction stages and terms.

(3)The transmission or the respective distribution company shall start construction of the connection facilities after transfer of the ownership or institution of a construction right in the cases as per art.53, para 1 and institution of easement rights by the owner of the real estate.

(4)The transmission or the respective distribution company shall construct connection equipment within the agreed terms and at the agreed stages at its own expense and shall ensure their putting into operation in compliance with the TDA.

(5)The person with whom the connection contract is concluded can take a commitment for:

1. performance of a specific type of construction and fitting works for the connection under the working project pursuant to para 1;

2. construction of the connection equipment with the consent of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(6)In the cases under para 5 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall exercise control on the implementation of the construction and fitting works in compliance with the developed projects and the technical specifications under terms and conditions, specified in the connection contract.

(7)The constructed connection equipment under para 5 shall be transferred onerously to the ownership of the transmission or the respective distribution company on the basis of mutually recognized costs.

(8)The connection equipment can be constructed at stages for separate parts of the property following the provisions of the TDA.

(9) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall provide the person under para 5 with additional information for ensuring technical compatibility of the power plant to be connected with the electrical network.

(10) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall coordinate the working projects for the electrical installations and fittings of the property that is being connected insomuch as necessary to prove that the connection conditions are met.

Art.61(1)The assignor of the electrical power plant shall design and construct the electrical installations and devices at his own expense, when pursuant to art.71 they are property of the generator. 

(2)To be connected to the electrical network the assignor shall pay the transmission or the respective distribution company a connection price (fee) in compliance with the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation in a way and within terms determined in the connection contract.

(3)In case the connection equipment is constructed pursuant to art.60, para 5, the connection fee and incurred mutually recognized costs for this equipment shall be compensated for under terms and conditions set out in the connection contract.

(4)In the process of construction the assignor of the power plant shall:

1. provide access for authorized representatives of the transmission or the respective distribution company to the electrical installations and equipment of the plant;

2. present executive drawings, specifications and test protocols and settings  at the request of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

Art.62 For supply with electrical energy during the construction of the power plant, connection to the electrical network shall be done in compliance with the provisions of chapter two.

Section IV

Connection to the electrical network

Art.63 The connection of the power plant under construction to the electrical network shall be done at three stages:

1. first stage – the electrical equipment for connection of the power plant to the electrical network shall be set under voltage for carrying out single, integrated and 72-hour tests and obtaining a document for putting it into operation under the terms and conditions of the TDA;

2. second stage – the generator’s electrical installation, necessary in the construction process to conduct single, integrated and 72-hour tests of individual equipment and subsites of the power plant, shall be set under voltage after having obtained a document for putting them into operation in compliance with the TDA and shall be differentiated as an independent subsite;

3. third stage – connecting an electrical power generator in parallel with the electrical network.

Art.64(1)The connection equipment shall be set under voltage only by the staff of the transmission or the respective distribution company within the terms of the concluded connection contract for the power plant.

(2)Setting the electrical equipment, that is being constructed by the assignor, under voltage shall be done after:

1. the assignor in his capacity of customer concludes an electricity sale contract;

2. the assignor submits to the transmission or the respective distribution company:

a)an application in writing for setting under voltage his own electrical equipment;

b)declaration of compliance of the electrical equipment of the power plant with the requirements of the safety standards and the technical rules;

c)declaration of availability of recruited and trained operational staff, operational instructions, operational diagrams and technical documentation, necessary for the normal operation;

d)executive drawings, test protocols, specifications and settings of the equipment related to the secure and safe operation of the electrical network insomuch as agreed between the two parties;

3.the assignor together with authorized representatives of the transmission or the respective distribution company shall inspect the serviceability of the means for contact with the grid operator, the automated fire alert and fire-fighting systems and the emergency lighting;

4.the transmission or the respective distribution company shall provide the assignor in writing with information on the configuration and the technical parameters of the electrical network in the region of the power plant, as well as a list of its own operational staff who is going to perform the operational activity;

5.the assignor has obtained a document for putting the equipment in operation.

(3)The assignor can set his electrical installation under voltage following coordination with the grid operator and in compliance with the technical requirements for electrical energy reliability, quality and safety.

(4)When the connection equipment has been constructed pursuant to art.60, para 5, it shall be set under voltage after a contract is signed between the owner of the property and the equipment and the transmission or the respective distribution company for transfer of the ownership of the equipment together with a document for putting it into operation, the construction right or the ownership right for the property and institution of easement rights.

Art.65(1)Connecting a generator in parallel with the EES and carrying out the 72-hour test in operational conditions shall be done along the established procedure, after the assignor provides the transmission or the respective distribution company with:

1.request in writing from the person exercising independent construction supervision for conducting the 72-hour test in operational conditions;

2.special requirements for the transmission or the respective distribution company during the 72-hour test;

3.time schedule for carrying out the 72-hour test;

4.a list of any changes that have occurred in the process of construction as compared to the submitted projects pursuant to art.57, para 1, c.5;

5.a declaration of availability of trained operational electrical engineering staff, who is familiar with the requirements of the regulation as per art.115 of the EA.

6.a list of the operational staff of the power plant, who is going to establish contacts with the grid operators;

7.information pursuant to art.77;

8.any other information in compliance with the requirements of the regulation pursuant to art.115 of the EA.

(2)prior to connecting a generator in parallel with the EES, the assignor shall conclude with the transmission or the respective distribution company a contract for sale and/or transmission of the energy generated by the power plant.

Art.66(1)The assignor shall be liable for any damages caused to the transmission or the respective distribution company by defects or failure to render his own electrical installations, network and fittings safe or by incorrect or unlawful activities of his staff by the time of commissioning the plant pursuant to the TDA.

(2)The generator shall be liable for any damages under para 1 after the power plant is put into operation pursuant to the TDA.

Art.67The generator shall present to the transmission or the respective distribution company a copy of the document for putting the plant in operation, issued under the terms and conditions of the TDA within 10 days as of its receipt.

Art.68 When there is a change in the conditions in which the connections have been done, the generator shall notify in writing the transmission or the respective distribution company within 14 days from the date of the change.

Section V

Ownership borderline of the electrical equipment
Art.69 The ownership borderline between the electrical equipment of the transmission or the respective distribution company and that of the generator shall be defined by:

1.the way of connection; and

2.the type of the connection equipment.

Art.70(1) For the connection of an electrical line and other equipment, property of the transmission or the respective distribution company, to the electrical installation of the power plant, the ownership borderline shall be:

1.the place where the cable terminal shoes are connected to the installation – in case of a cable line;

2.the terminals for connection of the electrical line’s conductors to the lead-in insulator to pass through the external walls of the installation – in case of an overhead line and enclosed installation;

3.the terminals for connection of the lines to the installation’s equipment – in case of overhead line and open installation;

4.the terminals nearest to the installation with which the busbar line is connected to it – in case of a busbar line.

(2)Paragraph 1 shall apply also when the electrical line and other equipment, property of a power generator, are connected to the electrical installation of the transmission or the respective distribution company.

(3)The commercial metering devices (meters) shall be fitted in:

1. the electrical installation of the generator near or on the generator’s property borderline – in the cases of para 1;

2. the electrical installation of the transmission or the respective distribution company – in the cases of para 2.

(4)The meters, the current and voltage transformers thereto, controlling the tariffs and other auxiliary devices shall be delivered by and at the expense of the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be that company’s property.

(5)In the cases of para 1 the overvoltage protection devices are property of the generator and shall be delivered, fitted and maintained by the generator and at its expense, when they are situated on the ownership borderline on the side of the electrical line.

Art.71(1)Electrical installations of power plants shall be constructed by the generator and shall be its property.

(2)In power plants with total installed generating power of 100 and more than 100 MW, the high voltage electrical installations through which the electricity generated by the power plant is transmitted to the EES, shall be constructed by the transmission company and shall be its property.

(3)Paragraph 2 shall not apply when the plant is being built to serve the technological needs of the generation activity.

(4)Extension and reconstruction of the transmission and /or distribution network related to the connection of the power plant shall be done by the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be its property.

(5)The electrical lines and other facilities through which the connection of the electrical installations of the power plant to the transmission or distribution network is done, shall be constructed by the transmission or the respective distribution company and shall be its property.

Section VI

Disconnection of power plants

Art.72 The transmission or the respective distribution company can disconnect a power plant:

1.in the cases provided for in the regulation;

2.in the cases, provided for in the electrical energy transmission contract;

3.with an order of other authorities, issued within their competence.

Art.73(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall not be liable for any damages caused and future earnings for the power plant in case of temporary suspension of the connection without a prior notice in the following cases:

1. prevention of immediate hazard to human health and safety or that of the facilities;

2. an accident in the EES or the connection facilities due to reasons beyond the control of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

3. the operational staff of the plant fails to fulfill an order given by the grid operator.

(2) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall not be liable for any damages caused and future earnings for the power plant in case of temporary suspension of the connection after a 14-day prior notice in writing in case of:

1.cancellation of the electrical energy generation license;

2.change in the technical conditions in which connection has been effected, when this endangers the reliability and the quality of electricity supply of customers;

3.scheduled repair, technical events or reconstruction of the facilities of the transmission or the respective distribution company;

4.the power plant has failed to fulfill guidelines for elimination of substantial technical defects in the facilities of the plant or safety-related guidelines; 

5.there is an ascertained damage or another intervention in the electrical meters;

6.refusal to provide access for meter reading and control of the electrical meters.

Section VII

Technical requirements for power generators for connection to the electrical network
Art.74(1)When elaborating the connection conditions pursuant to art.52 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall define the technical requirements, which have to be met for connection to the electrical network.

(2)The technical requirements under para 1 shall concern the systems, networks and equipment of the generator, which will be part of the operation management of the EES, which will affect the quality of electrical energy and have to be compatible with the those used in the electrical network.

(3)The technical requirements shall be set in a way allowing for their use by the assignor in the process of planning and construction.

(4)The technical conditions for connection include technical requirements:

1.to the electrical installations of the power plant;

2.to the electrical generators and their ancillary systems;

3.to the turbine control systems;

4.to the thermal units control systems;

5.to the relay protection and automatics;

6.imposed by the automated dispatching control system (ADCS) of the EES;

7.which the reserve power supply source for own consumption of the power plant should meet;

8.to the electrical meters.

(5)The technical requirements under para 4 shall be determined on the basis of specific conditions at the place of connection to the electrical network.

Art.75(1) The transmission or the respective distribution company shall define and assign to the assignor and/or the generator the operation modes and the settings of the control and regulation systems, the information exchange networks, the relay protections and automatics on the territory of the power plant, being part of and influencing the secure, safe and effective operation of the EES.

(2)The assignor and/or generator shall comply with the requirements of para 1.

Art.76(1)The technical information pursuant to art.51, para 1, c.3 shall include the following main data:

1. voltage level;

2. place of connection;

3. supposed electricity generation schedule (annual, monthly, weekly and daily), when there is a change planned in the load for the different time periods;

4. electrical power consumed by the network (active and reactive) during planned and emergency stoppage of the aggregates;

5. total installed power, power and type of energy source for the energy units.

(2)On the basis of type of energy carrier the information pursuant to art.51, para 1, c.3 shall include the following details:

1. for hydro-power plants:

a)specifications of a top compensating basin – minimum and maximum level, minimum and maximum water volume (for HPS with a top compensating basin);

b)specifications of a bottom compensating basin – minimum and maximum level, minimum and maximum volume, filling time at different modes and number of aggregates ( for HPS with a bottom compensating basin);

c)minimum and maximum flow rate (for HPS with running water – without regulatory volume, drinking water pipelines, irrigation channels in the hydromeliorative system);

d)estimated pressure;

e)rated flow rate;

2.for thermal power plants:

a)type and design caloricity of the consumed fuel;

b)specific consumption of the fuel type used (by fuel types);

c)capacity of the fuel warehouses by types;

3.for gas plants:

a)capacity of the gas repository;

b)maximum and minimum gas pressure for operation of the unit;

c)minimum and maximum flow rate;

4.for wind power plants:

a)minimum wind speed necessary to rotate the unit;

b)specifications of the output power in a function from wind speed;

c)minimum wind speed to initiate rotation.

(3)For gas power plants with combined cycle the information for the gas and thermal part shall be presented in compliance with the requirements for the respective plants as per para 1.

(4)For electrical plants with other unconventional energy sources energy source-specific data shall be presented.

(5)The information under art.51, para 1, c.3 shall include also the following design technical data for the main facilities:

1.generators – nominal parameters, P/Q diagram, basic dynamic parameters;

2.basic data for the excitation system, the automatic excitation regulator and the system stabilizer, for the turbines and their regulators;

3.block and increasing transformers – rated power, rated voltage, short-circuit voltage;

4.description of the compensation means for the reactive power of electrical powers plants with asynchronous generators;

5.description of own consumption.

Art.77(1) Prior to connection of the power plant in parallel with the EES of the transmission or the respective distribution company the following main data shall be provided:

1.verification and updating of the data from art.76;

2.detailed technical specifications from the producer of the generators (rated electrical parameters, reactance, time constants, stability parameters);

3.default data of power transformers – rated power, rated voltage, short-circuit voltage.

(2)Prior to connecting the power plant in parallel with the EES the following data for the primary energy carriers and the turbines shall be presented:

1. for hydro-power plants:

a)minimum active power and flow rate by regime characteristics for activation-free operation of the hydro aggregates;

b)minimum drive time of the generator in parallel with the EES;

c)starting drive revolutions of the turbo-aggregate;

d)minimum and maximum speed of load change of the turbine – MW/min;

2. for thermal power plants:

a)description of the diagram and the technological process for preparation of the steam, the block diagram, parameters;

b)minimum start up time for the generator in parallel with the EES in cold, warm and in hot condition;

c)minimum and maximum speed of load change of the turbine;

3. for gas power plants:

a)minimum drive time for the aggregate and start up of the generator in parallel with the EES;

b)minimum and maximum speed of load change of the turbine;

4.for gas power plants with combine cycle the information for the gas and thermal part shall be presented separately according to the requirements for the respective power plants under c.1-3;

5.for electrical power plants utilizing other unconventional energy sources prior to connecting them in parallel with the EES energy source-specific data shall be provided.

(3)Prior to connection of the power plant in parallel with the EES the following data shall be presented for the main electrical and energy equipment:

a)producer, general diagram of the excitation system and the excitation regulator, including also the reserve excitation system, if any;

b)block diagram of the excitation regulator, including the parameters alteration range according to the block diagram;

c)block diagram of the system stabilizer and parameters alteration range;

2.for turbine regulation system:

a)producer and block diagram of the excitation regulator, including the regulation parameters alteration range;

b)dead field of the frequency regulator, possibility to change the insensitiveness field;

c)statism of frequency regulation, possibility to change the statism;

3.data of the unit`s own consumption and of the biggest engines and other big consumers fed by own consumption;

4.technical default data for the primary facilities – power transformers, circuit-breakers, instrument transformers;

5.one-line diagram of the plant indicating the connection places for the main equipment and the primary facilities;

6.block diagram of the relay protection organization on the territory of the plant – impact, connection to the instrument transformers, type and producer of the different relay protection types;

7.data for the planned settings of relay protection on the territory of the power plant in primary values – impedance, current, voltage, time delay;

8.default data for the devices with which the power plant is connected to the ADCS, mounting diagrams and a document confirming the permit for the used frequencies.

Art.78 In the process of regular operation when there is a change in the technical data under art.76 nd 77 forecast or in place, the connected electrical energy generators shall provide updated information to the transmission or the respective distribution company not later than:

1.one month prior to implementing the change project;

2.three days after the change has taken place as a result of an accident or repair.

PART FOUR

CONNECTING FACILITIES OF DISTRIBUTION COMPANIES TO THE TRANSMISSION NETWORK

Chapter five

CONNECTION PROCEDURE

Section I

Application for survey of connection
Art.79(1) To have the terms and conditions of connection to the transmission network surveyed for a specific facility belonging to the distribution company an application in writing shall be submitted in case of:

1.construction of a new facility;

2.request for increase in the agreed connected power of an existing facility that is connected to the transmission network;

3.differentiation of a new property by separation of a property connected to the transmission network, which needs to be supplied with electricity by means of individual feeding;

4.construction of new connection facilities related to increasing the electrical supply security category.

(2)A written application for having the connection surveyed shall be submitted by the distribution company to the regional office of the transmission company at the location of the property.

(3)The survey shall be paid for as per the price list of the services of the transmission company.

(4)When the power generation installations that will operate in parallel with the EES are connected to the facility, apart from the application under para 1, documents in compliance with the requirements of part three shall be submitted too.

Art.80(1) The application under art.79 shall indicate:

1.the location (address) and intended use of the facility;

2.number, type, section and length of the electrical lines;

3.voltage level;

4.provided power;

5.connected power;

6.technical parameters and the diagrams of the facility that is being connected;

7.number of independent electrical energy sources to the facility that is being connected, in compliance with the electrical supply security requirements;

8.terms for putting the property into operation.

(2)The distribution company can provide other characteristics of the facility too, which it considers important for conducting the connection conditions survey.

(3)To carry out the connection survey the transmission company can request additional information about the specification of the facility, which is being connected, related to the EES control rules pursuant to art.83 of the EA.

(4)The provided power shall be indicated for the whole property, including in case of gradual commissioning of separate parts of the facility, which is being connected.

Section II

Conditions of connection

Art.81(1)The transmission company shall define the conditions of connection.

(2)The transmission company shall create a file for every connected facility, in which all documents for the connection shall be kept.

Art.82(1)The connection conditions shall be set according to:

1.the requirements of the EA, regulations and rules pursuant to art.83, para 1 of the EA;

2.the information provided in the application under art.79, including about the geographical (territorial) situation of the facility;

3.the results of the conducted survey into the technical possibilities and the way of connection to the transmission network.

(2)The connection can take place under the terms and conditions of art.117, para 7 of the EA to an installation – property of a third party, when:

1. upon receipt of the connection conditions for a certain facility it is established that there is no technical possibility for connection or

2. connection in another way is technically inexpedient.

(3)In the cases of para 2, the transmission company shall coordinate the connection conditions with the third party – owner of the installation.

(4)In the cases of para 2 the connection equipment shall be constructed by and at the expense of the distribution company.

Art.83(1) The connection conditions shall contain information for the connection equipment and the technical requirements of the transmission company to the electrical installations and equipment of the facility of the distribution company regarding:

1. the provided electricity;

2. rated voltage of the electrical network to which the facility shall be connected;

3. the way and places of connection to the existing transmission network;

4. the extension and/or enhancement of transmission and transforming capacity of the existing electrical network;

5. the easement areas for the equipment – scope and types of easement rights;

6. the diagrams of the installations with the number of the connection fields and the reserve fields for development of the electrical network in the region;

7. connection groups and the earthing mode of the y-centers of power transformers;

8. metrological and technical specifications of current and voltage transformers for commercial measurement;

9. switchboards;

10. relay protection and automatic devices and recommendations for their settings;

11. automatic regulation systems and their settings;

12. overvoltage protection measures;

13. telemechanical devices;

14. communication means with the grid operator;

15. type, number and place of fitting the meters.

(2)The connection conditions include also requirements to the devices for connection of the facilities:

1.the authority that shall approve the investment project and issue a building permit;

2.technical specifications of the transmission company.

(3)The connection conditions shall also define:

1.the obligations of the parties for making the connection;

2.the deadline for establishing the connection;

3.the obligations of the parties for providing rights in rem on the territory of the property and/or ensuring easement rights in the properties of third parties;

(4)The transmission company shall determine the voltage level to which the facility shall be connected depending on:

1.the volume of the connected power;

2.the intended use of the facility;

3.the transmission capacity of the existing transmission network; and

4.the engineering policy and practical methods adopted by the transmission company.

(5)In the connection conditions the transmission company shall determine a preliminary value of the connection fee on the basis of the minimum connection diagram as per the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation.
Art.84(1)When for the purposes of connection it is necessary in the property, where the facility is situated to have a site-based energy facility constructed – property of the transmission company and this is technically and constructively feasible, the owner of the property can transfer the right of ownership of the respective part or institute a construction right to the benefit of the transmission company.

(2)When during the survey it is found out that the new facility impacts already existing electrical equipment, the relocation of the latter shall be done by and at the expense of the assignor after obtaining an approval within the meaning of the TDA for the projects coordinated with the transmission company.

(3)The transmission company shall set forth the requirements under para 1 and 2 in its statement on the connection conditions.

(4)The transmission company can gratuitously use parts of the connected facility for installing, maintaining and operating measurement devices and auxiliary communication and control networks, related to electrical energy transmission.

Art.85(1)The transmission company can in a well-grounded way refuse temporarily to connect wholly or partially a facility to the transmission network under the demanded conditions:

1.in case of technical impossibility for connection within the requested time period for putting the facility in operation;

2.when due to lack of the necessary power the connection of the facility shall lead to deterioration of the supply conditions for other electrical energy consumers.

(2)In the cases under para 1 the transmission company shall set a deadline by which it shall eliminate the reasons and ensure conditions for connection of the facility in compliance with the grid development plans and the contracts with other distribution companies and customers.

(3)The distribution company can appeal against the refusal before the SERC pursuant to art.22 of the EA.

Section III

Procedure of concluding a connection contract 

Art.86(1) The transmission company shall devise and present to the distribution company a written statement on the connection terms and conditions within 40 days as of the date of receipt of the survey application.

(2)In case of complicated connection diagrams the term of para 1 can be extended by mutual agreement between the parties.

(3)In the cases under art.82, para 2 the term under para 1 shall be extended by the time necessary for coordination of the connection conditions with the person, who is the owner of the installation.

Art.87(1)The transmission company shall coordinate the statement on the connection conditions with the distribution company.

(2)The distribution company can appeal against the connection conditions proposed in the statement of para 1 within the meaning of art.22 of the EA.

Art.88(1)The distribution company shall file a request in writing for concluding a connection contract with the transmission company and shall enclose:

1. a certificate of goodstanding from the court of registration, copy of a tax registration certificate and BULSTAT registration;

2. power of attorney for the person authorized to represent the company as attested by a notary;

3. building permit for the facility;

4. approved investment project – part architecture and part electrical installations and fittings in the section concerning the installation of the connection equipment and the approach thereto, conforming to the statement on the connection conditions;

5. information about the number, location, connection diagrams and the technical parameters of the autonomous reserve electrical energy sources to the facility.

(2)In the application under para 1 the distribution company can suggest changes in the conditions listed in the statement on connection pursuant to art.86;

(3)If the distribution company is not the owner of the property in which the facility to be connected is situated, it shall present a declaration of consent of the owner as attested by a notary with the conditions set out in the statement pursuant to art.86, way of connection and easement areas for the facilities.

Art.89(1) The transmission company shall coordinate the presented parts of the project pursuant to art.88, para 1, c.4, shall prepare a connection contract and send a written invitation for concluding the contract within one month as of submission of the request and the documents under art.88.

(2)If there is no launched procedure for concluding a connection contract within one year from providing the statement on the connection conditions, a new request for connection of the facility shall be submitted.

Section IV

Connection contract for a facility of a distribution company

Art.90(1)The connection contract shall specify:

1.the rights and obligations of the transmission and the respective distribution company;

2.the necessary conditions for connecting the facility to the transmission network.

(2)The connection contract shall take due account of the interests of the parties and the actual technical possibilities of the transmission network in the region of the facility to the date on which it is concluded.

Art.91(1)The connection contract can provide for different stages in the construction of the connection equipment in terms of:

1.the provided and connected power;

2.electrical supply security category;

3.voltage level.

(2)The contract pursuant to para 1 shall set a price for every stage, corresponding to the provided and connected power and the electricity supply security category.

(3)All dismounting works on equipment at the different stages shall be performed by the owner of the equipment and shall be at the expense of the party, who has stated the construction stages.

Art.92(1)The connection contract shall include clauses for:

1. the type and technical parameters of the electrical installations and devices pursuant to art.83, para 1 in compliance with the statement on the connection conditions under art.86, para 1 and the coordinated projects;

2. the provided power, which the transmission company shall ensure at the place of connection, differentiated by categories of electricity supply security;

3. the connected power for which the connection equipment has been sized and intended, differentiated by categories of electricity supply security;

4. voltage level at the place of connection;

5. type, technical parameters, number and place of fitting the commercial metering devices (meters), of the control and communication device thereto, as well as electricity measurement tariffs;

6. the ownership borderlines of the electrical equipment;

7. the technical means, mode and load control way;

8. technical telemechanical devices in the installations of the distribution company;

9. technical parameters of autonomous reserve electricity sources to the facility;

10. the mandatory technical conditions and requirements of the transmission company for operating the reserve sources;

11. terms and stages of the construction and putting in operation the connection equipment with a use permit;

12. terms and stages of the construction and putting in operation the connected facilities with a use permit;

13. conditions for changing the agreed power during the duration of the contract;

14. financial relations between the parties;

15. terms, prices and conditions for institution of easements rights and for transfer of ownership or institution of a construction right to the benefit of the transmission company in the cases of art.84, para 1;

16. the fee for connection the facility to the transmission network;

17. the obligations of both parties to protect the equipment of the other party and to provide access thereto;

18. terms and conditions for amending and supplementing the contract;

19. penalties;

20. possibilities for and consequences from substituting a party to the contract with a third party;

(2)The working projects of the electrical installations and equipment pursuant to para 1, c.1 shall be an inseparable part of the connection contract.  

Art.93 The contract for connection to the electrical network shall be terminated after a document for putting the facility in operation is presented in compliance with the procedure provided for in the TDA, unless otherwise provided for in the contract.

Section V

Design and construction of connection equipment

Art.94(1) After conclusion of a connection contract the transmission company shall elaborate and coordinate the working projects for construction of connection equipment for the facility at its own expense.

(2)The transmission company shall coordinate the working projects of para 1with the distribution company, with which it has concluded a connection contract, in terms of:

1.place of connection;

2.location and type of equipment on the territory of the facility and the related easement areas;

3.ownership borderline of electrical equipment;

4.stages and terms of construction;

(3)The transmission company shall commence the construction of the connection equipment after:

1.transfer of ownership or institution of a construction right in the cases under art.84, para 1 and

2.institution of easement rights by the owner of the property.

(4)The transmission company shall construct the connection equipment at its own expense within the agreed terms and stages and shall ensure they are put in operation within the meaning of the TDA.

(5)The distribution company, with which the connection contract has been concluded, can take the commitment to perform a certain type of construction and fitting works for the connection with the consent of the transmission company. The transmission company shall register the commitment taken in the working projects and the contract.

(6)In case of facilities with specific specifications or terms for putting them in operation the connection equipment can be constructed by the distribution company, with which there is a connection contract concluded, with the consent of the transmission company.

(7)In the cases of para 6 the transmission company shall exercise control over the performance of the construction and fitting works in compliance with the projects and technical specifications in a way, determined in the connection contract.

(8)The constructed connection equipment pursuant to para 5 and 6 shall be onerously transferred to the ownership of the transmission company on the basis of mutually recognized costs.

(9)The connection equipment can be constructed at stages for individual parts of the facility in compliance with the provisions of the TDA.

(10)Design, construction and reconstruction of high voltage installations and networks – property of the distribution company, which are being connected to the ring (closed) network – property of the transmission company, shall be done by and at the expense of the distribution company.

(11)The transmission company shall provide additional information with view to ensuring technical compatibility of the connected facility with the transmission network as per the rules of art.83, para 1 of the EA, as well as for:

1. short-circuit currents and earth connections at the place of connection;

2. requirements to the relay protection and automatics;

3. earthing mode.

(12)The transmission company shall coordinate the projects under para 10.

1. Art.95(1)To have a facility of the distribution company connected to the transmission network, the distribution company shall pay a connection fee in compliance with the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation in a way and within terms, defined in the connection contract.

(2)In the cases when the connection equipment is being constructed in compliance with art.94, para 5 and 6, the connection fee and the incurred mutually recognized costs for this equipment shall be compensated under the terms and conditions, defined in the connection contract.

Section VI

Connecting a facility of a distribution company to the transmission network

2. Art.96(1)The electrical equipment for connection of a facility of a distribution company to the transmission network shall be set under voltage by the ownership borderline only by the transmission company or by people authorized by the company within 7 days after all contracts between the transmission and the distribution company are concluded and if the following are available:

3. 1.a document for putting the connection equipment into operation, issued in compliance with the terms and conditions of the TDA;

2.a document for putting the facility in operation issued in compliance with the terms and conditions of the TDA;

(2)In case of carrying out the 72 hour tests of machinery and equipment at the facility, the electrical connection equipment shall be set under voltage after a request in writing is presented by the assignor of the facility or by the person exercising independent construction control, as stipulated in the TDA.

Art.97 When the connection equipment has been constructed pursuant to art.94, para 5 and 6, it shall be set under voltage after conclusion of contract(s) between the distribution and the transmission company for transfer of ownership of the equipment, right of ownership or the building right for the respective part of the property and institution of easement rights.

4. Art.98 Prior to setting the high voltage electrical installations under voltage, the distribution company shall present to the transmission company:

1.the one-line diagrams of the electrical installations;

2.passport data of the producer for the primary connection equipment;

3.description and data of automatic regulations (by voltage, by reactive power, etc.);

4.description and settings of the used automatic devices;

5. 5.block diagram of the relay protection organization in the customer’s installation;

6.settings data of the relay protections at the primary values;

7.data and diagrams of means with which the facility is connected to the automated dispatching control system;

8.the connection diagrams for own reserve supply sources and technical data for them;

9.test protocols for earthing and lightening-protection installations.

Art.99(1)The distribution company shall set under voltage its installations after the ownership borderline in compliance with the technical requirements for security, quality of electricity and safety.

(2)Electricity transmission to the electrical network of the distribution company shall start from the moment when its installations are set under voltage.

(3)The distribution company shall be liable for damages caused to the transmission company by defects or unsafe operation of its own electrical systems, networks and installations.

Art.100(1) The transmission company can use its own equipment, through which it has connected a facility of the distribution company, to connect facilities of other customers when the agreed power volume is not violated.

(2)The transmission company can extend the high voltage network in the region of the facility by constructing at its own expense new parts of the network of installations, property of the distribution company under terms and conditions specified in the connection contracts.

Section VII

Ownership borderline of the electrical equipment

Art.101 The ownership borderline between the electrical equipment of the transmission and the respective distribution company shall be determined by:

1.the way of connection;

2.the type of the connection equipment.

Art.102(1)If an electrical line, property of the transmission company, is being connected to the electrical system of a distribution company the ownership borderline shall be:

1. the place where the cable terminal shoes are connected to the installation – in case of a cable line;

2. the terminals for connection of the electrical line’s conductors to the lead-in insulator to pass through the external walls of the installation – in case of an overhead line and enclosed installation;

3. the terminals for connection of the lines to the installation’s equipment – in case of overhead line and open installation.

(2)Paragraph 1 shall apply also when the electrical line, property of the distribution company is connected to an electrical installation of the transmission company or another customer.

Art.103(1)In the cases of art.102, para 1 the meters of electricity and power, currents and voltage transformers thereto, controlling tariffs and ancillary metering devices shall be delivered and maintained by and at the expense of the transmission company and shall be its own property.

(2)In the cases of art.102, para 1 the overvoltage protection devices are property of the distribution company and shall be delivered by it and at its expense when they are situated before the ownership borderline on the side of the electrical line.

(3)In the cases of art.102, para 2, when the installation is for medium voltage, the commercial metering devices for electricity and power shall be fitted on the transformer bushings in the installation.

6. Art.104(1)The installations of the distribution company on which there is electricity running prior to having it metered as well as the devices under art.103, para 1 and the electrical chains between them shall be protected against unauthorized access.

7. (2)The commercial metering devices and facilities, controlling the tariffs under art.103, para 1 shall be situated in such a way, that the distribution company shall have access for control over the metered indications.

Chapter six

EELCTRICAL POWER

Section I

Determining the electrical wattage

Art.105(1)The provided power shall be requested by the distribution company in the application under art.79 on the basis of a maximum load for not more than one hour.

(2)The provided power and the voltage level shall determine the technical parameters on the basis of which the selection of commercial metering devices is done.

(3)The level of rated voltage of the provided power shall be negotiated at the suggestion of the distribution company.

Art.106(1)The connected power shall set the minimum technical parameters on the basis of which the connection equipment shall be designed and constructed.

(2)The connected power shall be determined by the transmission company in the range of 110 to 130% of the provided power, ensuring a reserve for increase of the provided power in a future period.

(3)The voltage level and the power factor of the connected wattage cannot differ from those of the provided power.

(4)For facilities of the distribution company with demanded provided power under art.105, higher than 40 MW, the connected power shall be determined by the distribution company in coordination with the transmission company.

(5)In the cases of para 4 the restrictions of para 3 shall not apply.

Section II

Control of the electrical power

Art.107(1)The electrical power shall be controlled by registering its values (indications) with the commercial metering devices.

(2)Maximum transmitted active power for a month shall be the maximum average value for a period of one hour, measured within one month.

Section III

Changing the agreed electrical power
Art.108(1) The provided and connected power can be increased and decreased till the term expires.

(2)In the cases of para 1, the distribution company shall submit a request to the transmission company as stipulated in chapter five.

8. (3)The design and construction works under para 1, which will no longer be needed after the change, shall be at the expense of the distribution company.

9. Art.109 After construction of the connection equipment the agreed provided and connected power can be reduced at the request of the distribution company and after payment of a connection fee to the amount of the originally agreed power.

Art.110(1) After construction of the connection equipment the agreed provided power can be increased to the amount of the connected one at the request of the of the distribution company. The distribution company shall not owe a new connection fee for the difference.

(2)When the monthly maximum transmitted active power for two consecutive months is bigger than the agreed power and the distribution company has not requested any increase in other higher amounts, from the following month for provided power shall be considered the higher of the two transmitted powers, but not higher than the connected power. The change shall be registered in a contract between the transmission and distribution company.

(3)In the cases of para 1 and 2 the commercial metering devices shall be replaced by and at the expense of the transmission company.

Art.111(1) The provided power can be increased to a volume higher than that of the agreed connected power after preliminary consent in writing is obtained from the transmission company and amendment in the contract pursuant to art.110, para 2 between the transmission and distribution company, provided that:

1.the technical parameters of the connection equipment and the transmission network allow that;

2.the increase shall not lead to disturbances or reduction of the security of supply of other customers;

3.the increase shall not lead to disturbing counter-effects on the devices of the transmission company or those of third parties.

10. (2)In the cases under para 1 the distribution company shall pay up the amount of  the difference after the increase as part of the connection fee, set in compliance with the Regulation on electrical energy prices regulation.

(3)In the cases of para 1, in case it is necessary to replace the commercial metering devices, the replacement shall be done by and at the expense of the transmission company.

(4)The distribution company shall file a written request pursuant to art.79, whenever:

1.the conditions of para 1 have not been fulfilled;

2.design and construction of new connection equipment is needed for increase of the agreed provided and connected power.

Section IV

Disconnection and suspension of electricity transmission
11. Art.112(1)The transmission company can suspend electricity transmission through its transmission network to the distribution companies without prior notice in case of:

1.restricted electricity supply regime pursuant to art.72, para 1 of the EA;

2.temporary suspension or restriction of generation or supply with electricity under the terms and conditions of art.73, para 1, c.1-5 of the EA.

3.transmission restrictions due to start-up of regime automatics in the EES;

12. 4.prevention of immediate hazard to human or the health and security or of that of the equipment;

13. 5.damages in the transmission network or connection equipment due to reasons beyond the company’s control;

6.using electricity without having it measured or if it is incorrectly measured by the commercial metering devices;

7.performing operational switches in the transmission network for load regulation or enhancing the operational security of the network, which are not subject to planning.

(2)The transmission company can temporarily suspend the transmission of electricity through the transmission network to facilities of the distribution company with a prior notice in writing in case of:

1.scheduled repair or reconstruction of the transmission network facilities;

2.scheduled inspections of equipment that need to be rendered safe by switching them off;

3.refusal to provide access for meter reading and control of the commercial metering devices;

4.other scheduled technical and operational events;

5.an order issued by other authorities in compliance with their competence;

14. 6.finding a non-coordinated change in the connection diagram of the distribution network.

(3)The term of the prior notice of para 2 shall be defined in the contract pursuant to art.10, para 2.

(4)The transmission company can disconnect facilities of the distribution company:

15. 1.of high voltage facilities of the distribution company, where there has been allowed connection of a third party without the explicit consent of the transmission company;

16. 2.in case of failure to perform in time a guideline of a control authority for elimination of a violation;

3.of facilities of the distribution company, which disturb the electrical energy system;

17. 4.in case of ascertained damage or another intervention in the commercial metering devices or other electrical devices – property of the transmission company and situated at facilities of the distribution company, if the damages suffered and future earnings are not compensated for in due time;

5.in case of an order issued by other authorities in compliance with their competence.

(5)For the cases pursuant to para2,c.3 and 6 and para 4, c.1-4 a bilateral protocol of findings shall be drawn up.

(6)Within the terms of para 3 the distribution company shall be entitled to file a complaint in writing with the management body of the transmission company regarding the term and reason for suspension. The complaint shall be considered within 7 days as of receipt and the distribution company shall be informed of the result in writing.

Art.113(1) When the maximum transmitted power exceeds the agreed connected power, the transmission company can terminate the connection of facilities of the distribution company until the reason for that is eliminated in the following cases:

1.to prevent immediate danger for the security of people or equipment;

2.to prevent or terminate disturbances in the quality and security of supply of other customers or disturbing counteracts on devices belonging to the transmission or the respective distribution company or third parties;

3.when after a warning by the transmission company facilities of the distribution company continue exceeding the agreed provided power.

(2)Disconnection under para 1 shall be done after a single warning by the distribution company for the breach with a deadline for its elimination not less than 7 days, apart from the cases under para 1, c.1, when the circumstances necessitate immediate termination of connection.

(3)Within the term of para 2 the distribution company can file a complaint in writing with the management body of the transmission company regarding the term and the reasons for disconnection. The complaint shall be considered within 7 days as of receipt and the distribution company shall be informed of the result in writing.

Art.114(1)The transmission company shall restore the connection and/or transmission of electrical energy after the reasons for the disconnection are eliminated.

(2)In the cases of art.112, para 4 and art.113, para 1 the transmission company shall restore the connection and/or transmission of electrical energy, when the distribution company has reimbursed the costs disconnection and restoration of electricity transmission.

Art.115(1) In case of well-grounded necessity and written request from the distribution company or a third party the transmission company can in coordination with the distribution company terminate the connection of an existing facility of the distribution company or switch off parts of the transmission network for a certain period of time. The request shall be filed 30 days at latest prior to the date of disconnection.

(2)When filing the request under para 1 a price according to the price list of the services of the transmission company shall be paid.

(3)In the cases of para 1 when disconnection requires construction of temporary bypass connections in the network, any design and construction works shall be performed by the transmission company and shall be at the expense of the assignor.

Art.116 Disconnection and electricity transmission shall be done on the basis of an order in writing of the manager of the transmission company or an official authorized by him.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISION
§ 1. Within the meaning of the regulation:

18. “HEPP on running water” (hydro electrical power plant) is a hydro power system on natural(running)water, which operates with an unbalanced run-off, i.e. it uses the natural river regime. Pressure is created either with the help of derivational or water-supporting embankments (dam wall, barrage) or with both.

19. “Ownership borderline of electrical equipment” are the points in the construction of the equipment intended for electricity transmission at the connected facility or power plant, where the connection equipment is connected.

20. “Electrical network” is the electricity transmission, respectively electricity distribution network.

21. “Minimum connection diagram” is the most economical aggregate of electrical installations and lines for the connection of a specific facility, determined in compliance with the requirements of the current legal framework for territorial development, for structure, safety and operation of electrical networks, technical specifications and the devices and technologies used by the transmission, respectively the distribution company for construction and for repair and operational maintenance of the network infrastructure.

22. “Place of connection to the electrical network” is any point of the construction of the electrical network, where the connection equipment of one or more customers or distribution companies are connected, including power stations.

23. “Customer’s facility” is an aggregate of land, buildings, technological equipment, electrical devices and electricity receivers.

24. “Facility of the distribution company” is part of the electrical distribution network.

25. “Provided power” is that maximum active power for which the transmission or the respective distribution company as per the connection contract shall provide the customer with the opportunity to use on the ownership borderline of electrical equipment or to transmit to a distribution network at the place of connection of a facility of the distribution company and shall be characterized by a rated voltage level and number of phases of supply with power factor not lower than 0,9.

26.  “Connected power” is the permissible maximum active power corresponding to the transmission capacity of the respective network and the connection equipment at the place of connection of a customer’s or a distribution company’s facility.

27. “Electricity receiver” is a device or technological installation for electrical energy transformation in the process of its utilization into another type of energy – mechanical, thermal, chemical, light, sound or magnetic.

28. “Connection equipment” is an aggregate of electrical lines, electrical installations and other types of electrical equipment, intended for transmission, transformation and delivery of electricity from the electrical network to electrical devices at a customer’s or a distribution company’s facility or from a power plant to the electrical network.

29. “Technical specification” is a document, drawn up by the transmission, respectively the distribution company in which the technical requirements are specified (for construction) of electrical installations and electrical lines.

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

§2. This regulation is issued on the grounds of art.116, para 7 of the EA.

§ 3(1). For customers who to the moment of the Regulation on connection of electrical generators and consumers to the transmission and distribution electrical networks taking effect, as adopted with Decree of the Council of Ministers No 76 dated 9 May 2000 (State Gazette, issue 40 from 2000) have been connected to the electrical network for provided power and electricity supply security category, the volume of the operational power and the electricity supply security category shall be accepted, as indicated in the application for approval of power filed with the respective branch of the National Electrical Company EAD or in the electricity sale contract.

(2)For customers using a connected facility or parts thereof, without having filed an application for approval of power wattage, the volume of the provided power and the electricity supply security category shall be set in compliance with the provisions of the Regulation on the structure of electrical installations and electrical lines pursuant to art.83, para 1, c.1 of the EA, but the total power shall not exceed the total declared and provided energy demand for the whole facility.

§4(1)The incomplete connection procedures existing at the time when this regulation takes effect shall be finalized:

1.under the terms and conditions of the Regulation on connection of electrical generators and consumers to the transmission and distribution electrical networks, when the construction of the connection equipment has already started;

2.in compliance with the provisions of this Regulation when the construction of the connection equipment has not started yet and the connection conditions stipulated in the statement or the connection contract contradict the EA and this regulation.

(2)In the cases of para 1, c.2 the customer or the assignor of the power plant can file a request in writing with the transmission or the respective distribution company for having the connection conditions changed.

(3)In the cases of para 2 the transmission or the respective distribution company shall bring the connection conditions in line with the requirements of the EA and this regulation and shall offer a written statement/preliminary contract on the connection conditions or a connection contract or an additional agreement to the connection contract within 30 days as of the date of the request.

(4)The transfer of the connection equipment, constructed under the terms and conditions of art.10 of the Regulation on connection of electrical generators and consumers to the transmission and distribution electrical networks, to the benefit of the transmission or the respective distribution company, as well as the connected financial relations shall be settled and arranged pursuant to art.20, para 8 and art.21.

